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I Am David Novel Projects 

 
Directions:  Choose four of the ten options listed below.  Circle the four different 

activities you choose and turn this paper in with your projects to your teacher.  You will 

have until May 3rd, 2017 to complete your projects.  These projects will count as a test 

grade. 
 

Travel Bag*  

Create a bag full of items that David 

collects from his travels.   
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Character Paper Doll* 

Create a paper doll of one of the 

characters in the book.  
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Feeling Mask* 

Create a mask of one of the feelings 

that is displayed in the story. 
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Poetry* 

Create two poems to portray the 

characters or events in the story. 
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Sequence of Events PowerPoint* 

Create a PowerPoint to represent 10 

events from the story. 
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Journal Entry* 

Create 5 journal entries as David 

detailing his journey and experiences 

for that day.  
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Drama* 

Create a drama/play of one scene 

from the story.   
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Newscast/Interview* 

Conduct and record a video news 

cast/interview about the book, I Am 

David. 
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Advertisement* 

Create a poster advertisement for the 

novel giving a short summary and 

picture.  
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

Puzzle* 

Illustrate a scene from the novel and 

create a puzzle from it. 
*See detailed directions for requirements. 

 



DETAILED DIRECTIONS 
TRAVEL BAG 

 

 Imagine that as David journeys through Europe on his quest to Denmark, he kept a bag full 

of things he finds/uses on his travels.  The contents of the bag reminds him of the settings 

he encounters, images he sees, situations he comes across, feelings he has, and/or 

people he meets. 

 Create a bag with FIVE items minimum / TEN items maximum.   

 Each item should also have a small, written personal reflection (from David’s perspective 

using the personal pronoun “I”) of why he kept that item.  Each reflection should be at least 

five to seven sentences. 

 Possible contents: artifacts, mementos, photographs, paintings, illustrations, physical 

objects, map, etc.  (A picture or cut out of a pocket knife may be included- real weapons 

are not allowed on school grounds.) 

 Please remember to give your bag of items a creative, yet realistic appearance. 

 

CHARACTER PAPER DOLLS 
 

 You will be making a paper doll for one of the characters in the book:

1. David 

2. “the Man” (prison guard) 

3. Johannes 

4. Maria de Levana del ‘Varchi 

5. Elsa de Levana del ‘Varchi 

6. Sophie Bang 

7. the farmer 

8. Edith Hjorth Fengel 

 Requirements: 

o The color(s) of the paper doll should reflect the personality of the character. On the 

back of your doll, write two to three sentences of why you chose the color for your 

character. 

o Head: What are your character’s thoughts?  How does your character often feel? 

o Body: Name of the character and 6 adjectives to describe him/her. 

o Legs: What does the character value?  Choose 6 values that the character feels are 

important.   

o Arms: (1) One direct quote of how the character describes him/herself.  (2) One  

direct quote of how another character describes him/her.  Do not forget to include 

page numbers. *A direct quote is what a character actually says. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Quote from Character with page # 

 (What does your character say?) Thoughts/ 

Feelings of 

Character  

Character’s 

Values 

(What values 

does your 

character 

stand upon?) 

Name of 

Character 

Adjectives 
(What makes 

up your 

character?) 

1 Quote about Character with page # 

(What do others say about your 

character?) 



 

FEELING MASKS 

 

 Use plastic masks (available in some Dollar Stores and Michael’s) OR build your own 

(paper plates/paper maché/etc.) 

 Create a mask that displays one of the following emotions discussed in the novel: 

o Happiness 

o Sadness 

o Fear 

o Anger 

o Hope 

 Your mask must be clearly labeled with the corresponding feeling across the forehead 

 Using specific examples from the book, the mask must represent that feeling by 

decorating/covering it with all of the following: 

o (2) Direct quotes (with page number)- *A direct quote is what a character actually says. 

o Images/Pictures that depict the feeling 

o Symbols that represent the feeling 

o Colors that represent the feeling 

 Your teacher should know what part of the book your mask goes with based on the 

information displayed on the mask. 

 

 

PUZZLE SCENE 

 

 Fully illustrate (background included) a scene from the story on an 8 ½ x 11 white sheet 

of paper. Use crayons, color pencils, or markers.  

 Glue the finished scene to a piece of tag board (card stock). Your teacher can provide you 

with card stock if you need a piece. 

 Cut up the scene into puzzle pieces that fit together neatly. (no more than 12 pieces) 

 Place puzzle pieces in a plastic bag. 

 On an index card, write at least two sentences about the scene you chose to illustrate. 

 

 

POETRY 

 You have learned several new types of poetry in your Language Arts class: sense, color, 

and preposition, haiku, etc. (Use your journal to help you remember how to write each.) 

 From the poem choices above, create two different types of poems that portray a 

character(s) (feelings, actions, and/or thoughts) and/or event(s) from the story. 

 These may either be typed or handwritten neatly.  

 Glue or tape your poems separately on colored paper and decorate the edges creating a 

framed design. Creativity points awarded for frames that may portray the novel. 

 

POWERPOINT 

 Create a PowerPoint presentation to represent 10 major events from the story. 

 Events should be in order as they occurred in the book. 

 Each slide should include picture(s) and a complete sentence regarding the event. 

 Animate your slides creatively!! 

 On the last slide, please place your name, book title, and date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOURNAL ENTRY 

 Create 5 journal entries from David’s perspective (using the personal pronoun “I”). 

 Journal entries must be 8-10 sentences in length.  

 Must include a heading, paragraph, and closing.  

 Entry should give a detailed description of the events that occurred as well as the 

character’s thoughts/feelings for that day.  

 

DRAMA 

 You may work with one or two other students (no more than four students) to create a 

dramatic play from a scene in the novel. 

 Each student should have equal portions to perform. 

 Each student should have a written script that tells the name of each speaker and the lines 

he/she will say. This script should be turned in with the project. 

 Your video should be recorded- it will not be performed in front of the class. You may 

email or text the video to your teacher. 

 The drama should correctly and accurately portray the novel. 

 The drama should be at least two-five minutes in length. 

 

NEWSCAST/INTERVIEW 

 Create a newscast that discusses an event that took place in the story or interview a 

character about an event from the story. (Examples: David escaping from camp, David 

saving Maria, David’s conflict/escape with the farmer, etc.) 

 Your newscast should be recorded- it will not be performed in front of the class. You 

may email or text the video to your teacher. 

 The newscast/interview should be three to five minutes in length. 

 No more than 4 students may participate. 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 

 The poster size (bigger than notebook paper) advertisement should tell a short summary 

(8-10 sentences) of the book without giving away too much information.  

 A drawing should be included (and colored).  

 You are advertising the story so that others will want to read it—therefore, it should be 

appealing to the eye!  

 

 

 

**Projects must have your name labeled on EACH piece so it may be clearly identified.  

**Turn projects in to your teacher together in a large Ziploc bag (projects may be held together with 

a rubber band if they do not fit into a large Ziploc bag).  


